IO2                               XELSON
prepared a trap.   First of all lie withdrew the
whole of his force except two frigates and showed
himself oif Barcelona, on i yth March., in order
to discourage Villeneuve from sailing west along
the Spanish coast. Then he went over to the
Gulf of Palmas at the southern end of Sardinia
and lay in wait. Assuming that Villeneuve's
objective lay south-east, Ms own position could
hardly have been bettered. On 3ist March he
moved a few miles east to Pula and still waited.
Just as he had hoped> Villeneuve put to sea on
30th March \vith a strong northerly wind and ran
straight south in order to avoid Barcelona^ where
Nelson's appearance had been duly reported. If
only he had kept his course he would have been
caught, for the two frigates 3 after shadowing him
for a day, had gone off to warn Nelson. But on
the morning of 3ist March he met a merchant
ship from Ragusa which told him that Nelson
was off Palnias. Instantly realising the trap into
\vhich he was plunging, Viileneuve turned west
and passed the Balearic Islands on the Spanish
side.
The campaign of Trafalgar had begun.